Plans were drawn up by Mr William
Jeffery Hopkins, diocesan architect
for Worcester and the work was
carried out by Messrs Rudd and son
builders of Grantham. The nave and
chancel were rebuilt and the roof was
tiled. The restoration was reputed to
cost £954 there was however a
shortfall of £150,

After the restoration work the church
was consecrated on 28™ November
1876 by The Bishop of Lincoln
Christopher Wordsworth (nephew of
the poet William Wordsworth). During
the service of consecration the Bishop
urged the congregation to "be liberal
in their of ferings towards wiping of f a
debt upon the work completed of
about £150" (Grantham Journal 2™
December 1B76).

The tower holds a single bell. From
the inscription on the bell it was
founded in the 14™ Century by

Johannes De Stafford of Leicester.

The bell was restored and rehung by
Pembletons of Chesterfield as a village
Millennium project in 2000 at the cost
of £2831. The traditional toll for
Death Knell or Passing Bell at
Doddington is thrice three tolls for a

male and thrice two tolls for a female.
(The Church Bells of Lincolnshire - Morth).

St James Church contains a memorial
to a No. 49 Squadron RAF Avro
Lancaster that crashed near the
village on 26 Movember 1944
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The village of Dry L 1€ * -
mentioned in the 108 k _'n.

where the name is givéﬁ*-ns
hilst there is no reference _
urch, a mill and 230 acres of h
"Dry” is

ly to refer to the village being

ow are mentioned.

rless as 4 miles of the parish
mdur'y are on the Rivef-Witham.

The Church

Standing on the village green St
James' Church is the oldest building in
the village and was Grade IT * listed
in 1966. i

Until it was cunsecrﬂw

restoration in 1876, W was a

2

'1;' & The earlyl
er is of t:nurs:d rub
¥ the churc iR bck to thel jI
Century most of what we
currently see today was from major
restoration work in 1876.

The doorway is the oldest part of the
church being early 12th Century and
has a chevroned round headed arch and
jambs, a hood mould and mast head
label stops.

The nave interior has four late 13'""

Century bays with plainly: rnmtldcﬁl___f
ﬁﬁﬁfé&wﬂiﬁs and octagonal p
. ' The south arcade hﬂp_l'l'qfs

d decoration. The

"’1 below bell  openings on al

S d Ilgh‘rs with quatrefoil
ere is a squat broach splm
four large lucarnes (gabled npem
alternating dl-rechun with four

small ones above. by

The tower and spire lean ﬁs: e
west and the angle of lean has been
recently authenticated as being 4.8

degrees; this is a greater lean than
that of the Leaning Tower of Pisa.
From information found in the archives

it seems that by 1875 the church had

Hfaalhn m-dm and an appeal was
e —— e for fun?i to u::t*.'lnn‘h'*lH‘:l
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